November 26, 2008                                                                                  28 Cheshvan 5769

Dear Charles E. Smith Jewish Day School Community,

As we give thanks this Thursday for all that is good, we also recognize the challenging times during which this Thanksgiving meal will be celebrated.  During these times, we want you to know that our counseling staff, our faculty and our administrative leadership have open doors to be helpful in any way that we can.  

The School is well positioned to weather the economic downturn.  However, in a time of limited resources, we are taking measures to reduce spending and still ensure that the most important aspects of School life are prioritized.  Additionally, we are entering this year with renewed planning and energy for fundraising.  This will be a more challenging fundraising season, and we ask those of you who can support the work of our School, and in particular the Tuition Assistance Program, to help us in any way that you can.   

Thanksgiving reminds us of the importance of continuity.  It is a time for us to recreate the actions of those who preceded us and to set in place traditions for those who will come after us.  Here at CESJDS we will continue to be a place where every student is supported, nurtured and respected for who he or she is. We will continue to cultivate an environment that educates one of the highest percentages of National Merit Semifinalists in the Greater Washington area and where our college guidance department offers the kind of individualized support for student and family that helps find the right match for all of our students when they leave our School, including some of the most competitive colleges. We will continue to be a School at which Reflections, the publication that showcases the artistic and creative achievements of our high school students, wins the prestigious Marylander Literary Award.  We will continue to be a community where our middle school students and their families raise $10,000 and then embark on a program to learn how to donate that money using philanthropic priorities, and where our fifth grade students were recognized by the Washington Youth Garden for their outstanding service and impact on feeding the homeless. Now and in the future, we will stay true to our mission to develop proud, Jewishly identified, Hebrew literate, Israel engaged, academically gifted and caring graduates who, with the help of G-D, will be leaders and givers for our community and our world.  The School boasts an outstanding secular, Judaic, co-curricular and values-based curriculum, and we will continue our commitment to examining and evaluating our program and, where appropriate, taking steps to improve.

As we continue this journey together, it has never been more important to take the opportunity of Thanksgiving to engage in Hakarat Hatov, the mitzvah of appreciating the good things that people do.

Thank you to our outstanding faculty and staff.  The lessons that are taught in the classroom are only the beginning. You know and care for the children in our School as if they were your own and take the success of our students as a personal and professional mission.  It is no surprise that the deep relationships formed between the students and their teachers, administrators and members of staff last a lifetime.

Thank you, parents and grandparents, for entrusting your children to our care and for your constructive advice and feedback.  Thank you also for your generosity of time and resources that are so essential to helping our community succeed, and for your willingness to be ambassadors of goodwill for our School in the wider community.

Thank you to our students for your passion, your warmth, your care and for challenging us to ensure that our School lives up to your expectations.

Thank you to our alumni, some of whom will be at the various reunions and celebrations that take place over this Thanksgiving, for keeping our School in your hearts and in your minds.  So many of our new families apply to the School because they have met one of you and they want their children to be just like you and to have the values that you embody as part of their own identity.

Thank you to our alumni parents who can’t quite let go of this place where you gave so many volunteer hours and to which you carpooled so often and where you made lifelong friends.  We ask that you continue to stand with us and support us.

Thank you to the community leadership of Greater Washington, and particularly the Federation, for prioritizing Jewish education by subsidizing each and every student who comes through our doors.  Never has it been more needed or more appreciated.  

Thank you to Robert Smith and the Smith-Kogod Families for ensuring that we uphold the dream that was your father’s, Charles E. Smith z”l, our founder, namesake and benefactor.  Your unwavering and generous support has made it possible for our students to benefit from so much of the excellence that is the hallmark of their daily experience.

Thank you to all our other donors—large and small—for your generosity.  Your support truly makes a difference.

And last but not least, thank you to my colleagues in the lay and professional leadership of the School for the endless amounts of partnership, time and expertise that go into every detail of securing our vision, our day-to-day reality, and our future.

For all of this we give thanks.

Rav Todot - with much appreciation


